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What is community
sponsorship?

Community Sponsorship
at a Glance

Community sponsorship programs empower 
groups of individuals to assume responsibility 
for the reception and integration of refugees 
and other persons in need of international 
protection. In such programs, citizens form 
groups and commit to providing emotional, 
financial, and integration support for a 
designated period of time to help refugees 
adjust to life in a new country. This whole-of-
society approach can improve refugee 
integration outcomes, strengthen local 
communities, and expand resettlement and 
complementary pathways globally.

Millions of refugees worldwide are seeking 
protection solutions, but resettlement remains 
a rare option. Fewer than 1% of the world’s 
refugees are likely to benefit from 
resettlement under existing programs. By 
mobilizing and empowering citizens, 
community sponsorship has the potential to 
increase the availability of resettlement and 
complementary pathways as a protection 
option for more refugees around the world.

Why does community
sponsorship matter?



The Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative (GRSI) is a partnership between the Government 
of Canada, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), The Giustra 
Foundation, the Open Society Foundations, The Shapiro Foundation, and the University of 
Ottawa Refugee Hub. The GRSI works to encourage and support the adoption and expansion 
of community sponsorship programs around the world. The GRSI began by sharing Canada’s 
history, experience, and leadership in community sponsorship, by supporting countries in 
designing new programs that meet their unique needs, and by sharing innovations emerging 
in community sponsorship around the world.
In partnership with local community leaders and government policymakers, the GRSI aims to:
  Increase refugee resettlement opportunities and improve refugee integration outcomes by 

engaging governments, community groups, individuals, philanthropists, and businesses in 
resettlement efforts;

  Strengthen local host communities that come together to welcome newcomers; and
  Promote welcoming and inclusive societies and improve the narrative about refugees and 

other newcomers.

The GRSI
at a Glance

What is the GRSI?

What does the GRSI do?

1. EXPERIENCE & INFOR!"#ION
     S$"RING

Sharing countries’ community sponsorship 
experiences and providing public 
resources on community sponsorship. 

%. C$"!PIONING CO!!&NI#'
     SPONSORS$IP

Identifying and supporting relevant actors 
including civil society organizations, local, 
national, and regional authorities, and 
communities interested in promoting 
community sponsorship. 

(. NE#WOR) *&I+,ING
Building partnerships and networks for key 
actors to connect and benefit from 
knowledge sharing and exchange.

-. PO+IC' S&PPOR# & #EC$NIC"+
     "SSIS#"NCE

!roviding technical and strategic guidance 
to support governments and community 
actors in designing and scaling their own 
community sponsorship programs.



Six Facts about
Community Sponsorship

Community sponsorship, which 
originated in Canada in 1979 as a 
response to refugees fleeing 
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, has 
now inspired programs around 
the world, including Argentina, 
Australia, Belgium, Germany, Ire-
land, New Zealand, Spain, the UK 
and the US.

Community sponsorship is sup-
porting refugees and other per-
sons in need of international pro-
tection arriving in safe third coun-
tries through resettlement and 
complementary pathways, such as 
humanitarian corridors, labor mo-
bility schemes, and education 
pathways.

Studies and evaluations of 
community sponsorship programs 
around the world show that 
community sponsorship tends to 
have a positive impact on refugee 
integration and participating in 
these programs is beneficial to 
both host communities and 
newcomers.

Around the world, thousands of in-
dividual sponsors and hundreds of 
civil society organizations, includ-
ing advocacy organizations, 
refugee agencies, faith-based or-
ganizations and community associ-
ations, are engaged in organizing 
and implementing community 
sponsorship programs.

To date, sponsors in communities 
around the world have welcomed 
several hundred thousand 
refugees as new neighbors. This 
means that thousands of individual 
sponsors have participated in and 
are continuing to participate in 
community sponsorship schemes 
globally.

Community sponsorship has been 
recognized as a critical tool for 
growing and improving refugee 
protection in the New York 
Declaration for Refugees and 
Migrants, the Global Compact on 
Refugees, and the Three-Year 
Strategy on Resettlement and 
Complementary Pathways.



Community Sponsorship
Aroun! the "orl!
The following map displays the countries represented in the GRSI-supported Community 
Sponsorship States Network. The States Network is a group of States that either operate or 
have made a public commitment to develop community sponsorship initiatives. 
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Wor.shops and Con/enin0s

The GRSI supports governments, 
civil society actors and engaged 
communities wishing to establish 
community sponsorship pro-
grams by facilitating tailored pol-
icy design workshops. These 
meetings bring together relevant 
stakeholders to build or scale pro-
grams and provide opportunities 
for exchange and knowledge 
sharing. 

P1at2orms and Net3or.s

The GRSI facilitates connections 
and exchange between actors 
involved in community 
sponsorship at the local, national, 
regional, and transnational levels. 
Examples include the CSO 
Champions network, the online 
CSO Connector forum, and the 
Community Sponsorship States 
Network, co-chaired by the UK 
Home Office and the Government 
of Canada.

#rainin0

“Foundations of Community 
SponsorshipA is a suite of training 
materials that organizations can 
use to prepare sponsorship 
groups, as well as facilitators. The 
materials also include a training 
manual for in-person delivery as 
well as supplementary online 
learning resources. The training 
materials can be found on the 
GRSIBs website in multiple 
languages.

The GRSI#s
Tools

Guide4oo. !&E #oo1.itPo1icy ,esi0n Wor.4oo.

The GRSI Guidebook provides 
guidance to help government 
officials, civil society organizations 
and community members 
understand the detailed policy 
and operational building blocks 
of community sponsorship 
programs and assist them in 
designing programs adapted to 
their own contexts. The 
Guidebook is available on the 
GRSI website in multiple 
languages.

The GRSI Monitoring and 
Evaluation (MCE) Toolkit supports 
governments and civil society 
organizations in building 
monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms into community 
sponsorship programs. A slide 
deck leads evaluators through the 
process while an accompanying 
workbook with exercises allows 
for actors to reflect on their own 
programs.

The GRSI Policy Design Dorkbook 
is a simplified step-by-step guide 
for policymakers and community 
leaders wishing to establish 
refugee sponsorship programs 
through a core set of policy and 
operational questions. The Policy 
Design Dorkbook is available on 
the GRSI website in multiple 
languages.



Visit us at: refugeesponsorship.org

Follow us on Twitter: @The G���

https://refugeesponsorship.org/
https://twitter.com/theGRSI

