
What is community
sponsorship?

Community Sponsorship
at a Glance

Community sponsorship programs empower 
groups of individuals to assume responsibility 
for the reception and integration of refugees 
and other persons in need of international 
protection. In such programs, citizens form 
groups and commit to providing emotional, 
financial, and integration support for a 
designated period of time to help refugees 
adjust to life in a new country. This whole-of-
society approach can improve refugee 
integration outcomes, strengthen local 
communities, and expand resettlement and 
complementary pathways globally.

Millions of refugees worldwide are seeking 
protection solutions, but resettlement remains 
a rare option. Fewer than 1% of the world’s 
refugees are likely to benefit from 
resettlement under existing programs. By 
mobilizing and empowering citizens, 
community sponsorship has the potential to 
increase the availability of resettlement and 
complementary pathways as a protection 
option for more refugees around the world.

Why does community
sponsorship matter?


